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Press-�t copper tube 
joining gets a healthy tick 
from hospital projects
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The new Royal Children’s Hospital Melbourne is a public private partnership by the Victorian Department of Health, the Royal 
Children’s Hospital and the Children’s Health Partnership consortium. The new 357 bed hospital has the capacity to treat an 
additional 35,000 patients every year.

Left: Crane Copper Tube offers more than 300 Viega Propress 
�ttings to cater for water, gas, oil and compressed air 
applications. Right: The Viega Propress system eliminates the 
OH&S and �re risks associated with brazing and working with 
gas, heat and �ame.

Major building programs such as the 
new Royal Children’s Hospital (RCH) 
Melbourne and the Gold Coast University 
Hospital (GCUH) require sophisticated 
solutions to all of the construction and 
�t-out requirements. The plumbing and 
mechanical services are no exception. 
The sheer size of these projects and 
the number of coordinated installations 
required can lead to bottlenecks along 
with time and cost blow-outs. With 
thousands of joints to be completed in 

multiple copper tube systems, project 
contractors have been very receptive to 
the Viega Propress press-�t technology to 
improve both their installation ef�ciency 
and end product quality.

“Our decision to use Viega Propress  
on this project came down to the speed  
of installation and our faith in the quality. 
We view Viega Propress as a sound 
product,” said Paul Barnes, Construction 
Manager, CDC Plumbing, contractor on  
the RCH project.

The Viega Propress system completely 
eliminates the need for brazing of joints, 
resulting in total elimination of heat, gas 
and flame from the worksite. This delivers 
massive savings in installation time along 
with significant improvements in joint 
performance and finish. Viega Propress 
joints have double the inherent strength 
compared with brazed joints as the tube 
is not heated and annealed during the 
pressing process, eliminating the most 
likely point and cause of failure.

“Building contractors for this 1 billion dollar project, Lend 
Lease have also supported our use of the Viega Propress system”, 
said Paul Barnes. “This is a big project and the time we saved  
on all those overhead joints not only reduces our on-site time,  
but flows on to reduced platform hire and less interference with 
other on-site trades.” 

Site preparation for the project commenced in late 2007, with 
the opening of the new hospital due in late 2011. A second stage, 
demolition of much of the old hospital and construction of a hotel, 
gym and additional facilities on the site are due to commence in 
February 2012, with completion due in 2014. The whole project 
is somewhat of a showcase for the latest in sustainable design. 
The project architects, Billard Leece, Bates Smart & HKS have 
integrated a green program which includes energy efficient lighting, 
solar panels and an on-site gas tri-generation power plant. 

Mechanical servicers contractors A.G. Coombs Pty Ltd and 
joint venture partners A.E. Smith & Son Pty Ltd also employed 
the Viega Propress system. “We were very keen to adopt 
the Viega Propress system, particularly for our chilled beam 
water reticulation systems”, said Kevin Wilson, spokesman for 
the mechanical services team. “Chilled beam systems have 
numerous small coil orifices and control balancing valves, making 
it vital to keep the system clean and free from contaminants. By 
using Viega Propress, we removed the normal contamination risks 
that occur from silver soldering the pipework. This also makes 

Viega Propress is available throughout Australia from all 
Tradelink and Northern’s Plumbing Supplies stores. 

 
For additional information please call  

Crane Copper Tube on 1800 043 117, alternatively 
please visit their website at www.cranecopper.com.au

commissioning so much faster and easier. We also benefited from 
complete removal of oxy-acetylene work and the inherent fire 
danger and risk of injury. Eliminating heat and flame lowers the 
install OH&S risk along with giving us productivity gains with a far 
less complex jointing process”. 

Crane Copper Tube introduced Viega Propress technology into 
Australia in 2006. This proven German technology enjoys over 
80% market dominance for copper installations in Germany 
and similar acceptance throughout Western Europe, and is 
widely used in the USA. With over 300 fitting types suitable for 
gas, water, oil and compressed air applications, Viega Propress 
delivers a comprehensive packaged solution.

At the even larger 1.76 billion dollar project of the Gold 
Coast University Hospital, also under the control of the Lend 
Lease group, Viega Propress again received a healthy tick of 
approval. Michael Ryan, Construction Manager for Beavis & 
Bartels Pty Ltd, hydraulics contractors for this project was 
impressed with their experience with Viega Propress. “We 
used thousands of Viega Propress fittings and many hundreds 
of metres of Crane copper tube from DN15 to DN100 
throughout this project. This was the first time that we had 
used Viega Propress, and normally we wouldn’t risk using a 
product for the first time on such a large project, but we’re 
certain we made the right decision. We were very pleased 
with the results. Viega Propress is so much faster than brazing 
and you know you won’t fall behind schedule. The fittings are 
expensive – but the benefits far outweigh the cost”.

The Gold Coast University Hospital, Southport Queensland 
will provide a total of 175,000 square metres of �oor space 
(around 25 football �elds) and is due for completion in 
December 2012.

A PLUMBING CONNECTION PROMOTION


